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Penn-Delco Receives High Marks on National ROI Study 

ASTON, PA –Local taxpayers are getting plenty of education bang for their buck, according to a recent 

study conducted by the Center for American Progress. Penn-Delco was recognized by the Center for 

American Progress as one of the few districts in Pennsylvania to receive the highest rating for Return on 

Educational Investment for the 2013-2014 school year.  The Return on Investment index measures and 

rates school districts on how much academic achievement they realize for each dollar spent, relative to 

other districts in the state.  

The Center gave this high ranking to only two districts in Delaware County –Penn-Delco and Haverford 

Township.  This is the second year Penn-Delco has received this rating.  The ratings are derived from a 

methodology that considers district’s per pupil expenditure against its student achievement. Penn-Delco 

could not have received a higher rating in this study.  

Penn-Delco Superintendent of Schools, Dr. George Steinhoff stated, “It does not surprise me that once 

again Penn-Delco has received this high rating.  Penn-Delco is proud to maintain the integrity of its 

educational programs while balancing student spending.”  

In 2011, the Center of American Progress released the first-ever attempt to evaluate the productivity of 

almost every major school district in the country. That project developed a set of relatively simple 

productivity metrics in order to measure the achievement that a school district produces relative to its 

spending, while controlling for factors outside a district’s control, such the cost of living and students 

living in poverty.  

According to the Center of American Progress, low educational productivity remains a deeply pressing 

problem, with billions of dollars lost in low-capacity districts. While this has been a growing problem 

throughout the US, the Penn-Delco School District has maintained great results with their education all 

while controlling student spending. Penn-Delco received a state achievement score of 84 and $11,344 per 

student expenditure. Haverford was the only other district in the county to receive a similar rating for the 

2013-2014 school year.   
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